
Ga;^couple plan to have fifth child
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Brooke Verity, flanked by Michael Meehan, left, and Thomas Dysarz, will have another child for the gay couple,
who already are the parents of quadruplets.



Surrogate again
to bear baby for
Lexington men

LEXINGTON. Ky. - This time
around it'snotquite sochaoUc forMi
chael Meehan, Thomas Dys^ and
BrookeVerity. Or, toputitanotherwy,
having onfy one baby—kopposeotofour—seems to be a lotlessstressful. _

Of course, stress isa rda^ term Jlj
forMeehan andPysarz. theledngton gg
eay men who parent a set of O
lO-month-old quaifruplets. Vferity wm
surrogate mother for thequadruplets,
whosefatherisMeehan,andshe s now x
pregnantwithanc^erchil<L«^pse fa- c
aerisDysarz. Both prMnanoes were ^
a result ofinvitrofertiliz^on. p

It was important to iall parties in- ^
volveddiatdiebshies from bothpr^-nancies berelated, which IS whyVerrty ^
agi^ to again besurrogate for Dys- -<
arz, 32, anaMeehan, 37. [g

Verity should give birth mJanuary
or February, shesaid. u .u «

"Wewanted to have kids for both of
us, not justone," Dysarz said.

Whenthe quadruplets werebom in
July, worldwide attention focused on
Dysarz, Meehan and Verity. MeehM
estimated they received about 500
media requests. Verity declmed to be
interviews beforethe births then, but
the24-year-old Nicholasville woman is
more comfortable talkingabout thesit
uation now. ' . vx., '

"Youcan't run from the media.You
might as weU justanswer their qu^
tions," Verity said. "Everybo^ dunks
you want publicity, butyou don t.You
answer their questions togetthem to
leave youalone, basicalfy."

Not alloftheattentionwas ppsitwe.
Fred Phelps, the pastor of the Westbo-roBaptist Church inTopeka, Kan.—a
congregation known for its strongan
ti-gay stance —brought a
Lexington in November toprotest the
baptism ofthe quadruplets. The s^e
day, a much larger group attended an
wentcalled Ralty fora Hate-Free Lex-

^he couple also heard opposition to
their being parents from cmlers to a
couple ofradio talk shows they were
on, Meehan said. "But th^fre not real
ly against the children. Tney re more
just against homosexuals m gener^
This iust gives them a soundmg board
for it. But there's not been any 1^
people who have made anissue of it, to
us diiectlyat least."

Verity also has three childrenofher
ownand Is are^arcustomer^onem
two Lexington salons owned by Mee-
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'^ou can't run from
the media. You
mightas well just
answer their
questions••I toget
Uiem to ieaveyou
aione,basicaiiy."

Brooke Verity

han and Dysarz. Her kids were run*
ning around ^e salon one time, and
Dysarz, a hairstylist, told Verity the
children were cute.

"She said, 'You can keep them.' I
said, 'I would. IVe beenlooking for a
surrogate.' She said she'd been look
ing for a couple towork with," Dysarz
said.

Meehan and Dysarz originally
planned to havetwochildren—onefa
thered by Meehan, the other by i)^-
arz. Doctors implanted four fertilized
eggs inVerity, hoping onewould take.
Instead, allfourdid,quite unexpected
ly. Thebabies—three boys, one girl —
were bom 10 weeks prematurely, but
Meehan said all are developing nor-
mal^fortheir age.

"They say it takesabouttwoyears
(for premature babies) to get fully
caught up, but they're catoiing' up
pretty rapidly —physically, mentally,
developmentally," Meehan said.

"They don't showai^ signsof ad
verse effects from the prematurity."

When the babies were bom, Mee
han ai^d Dysarz rearranged their
schedules to care for Michaw, Tristan,
Jacob and their sister, Taylor. Meehan,
whoalsohas a lawpractice,ishomeon
the weekends.

Dysarz cut back his salon work
schedule to four days. Thus far, the
men havehad to employ ontyonenan-
ny for the children.

There'salsothe costof takingcare
ofthe quadruplets, which I^arz said

runs about $2,000 a month. He said he
and Meehan will change about 30,000
diapersbefore the quadrupletsare out
of them.

"Youjust have to deal with it," Mee
han said. "They're such good kids. It's
just joy to watch them develop and
grow."

After enduring the sometimes un
wanted attention after the quadrup
lets' birth, Dysarz and Meehan decided
to go ahead and have anothersuq^-
gate pregnantty. Again, four fertilized
eggs were implanted, but this time, on
ly one took.

The two men are more at ease with
the attention now "because you get
used to it," Dysarz said.

The addition of a fifth childjyill
meanchanges for the couple.ThemenElan to move from their three-bedroom
ouse on the Kentucl^r Riverandhope

to find a larger house in Lexington.
Also, they'll probably hire ah au

pair, in additionto keepingthe nanny.
They're not ruling out having more

children, but for now five is enough,
they said.

"I'd do it again," Veritysaid.


